
State of Delaware  

Homeland Security Advisory Council 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Subcommittee 

 

Minutes 

03/02/2017 

1330-1500 

Delaware State Fire School, Room 7 

Dover, DE 19901 

 

1. Welcome and Room Introductions  
a. Meeting began at 1:08 PM. Dwayne Day led introductions around the room  

 

Present Voting Committee Members  
Dwayne Day   DelDOT  

 

Members Present by Proxy   
Eric Hamm   Delaware State Police Aviation (Proxy for C. Condon) 

Wendy Hudson   Department of Safety and Homeland Security (Proxy for R. Holcomb) 

Jimmy Kroon   Department of Agriculture (Proxy for Secretary of Ag)  

Vincent Miller   Delaware State Fire School (Proxy for R. Newnam) 

 

Present Non-Voting Committee Members  
Joe Hughes   League of Local Governments  

Chris Marsh   DelDOT 

 

Also Present  

Erin Coombs    Jacobs, DelDOT Consultant   

Lisa Morris   Delaware Department of Justice 

 

Absent Voting Committee Members  
Charles Condon   DSP Aviation 

Ray Holcomb   Department of Safety and Homeland Security 

Robert Newnam  Delaware State Fire School 

Adam Ringle   Wilmington PD 

Herbert Tanner   University of Delaware 

Lt. Col Blevins   DNG 

 

Absent Non-Voting Committee Members  

Jerry Brennan   Delaware State Fire School 

Paul Huang    University of Delaware  

 
2. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 

a. E. Hamm made a motion to accept the meeting minutes from 12/01/16 meeting. W. Hudson seconded. Motion 

passed and meeting minutes accepted.  

 

3. Old Business  
a. Karen Sullivan is leaving the committee (non-voting committee member) and will be replaced by Bobby 

Dube.  

b. HSAC 

i. Next meeting 3/15/2017. Primary focus for the UAV committee is nefarious use of UAVs and 

operational use for public agencies.  

c. UAS & Public Agency Conference 



i. D. Day and E. Hamm attended conference in Virginia and there is an industry expectation for the 

rules for the use of anti-UAV devices to become more relaxed in the coming months devices). More 

investigation by the FAA into this will occur in the summer months.  

ii. E. Hamm discussed his conversation with John Stevenson from FAA who may be able to support the 

UAV Training and Certification Steering Committee. 

iii. E. Hamm provided insight on the National Institute of Justices’ educational materials on UAV usage 

and law enforcement. He explained that DSP is tracking their UAV missions and that there is 

potential funding available for software development—something that he is investigating further with 

the National Institute of Justice.  

d. UAS Training and Certifications Steering Committee 

i. Ground School 

i. D. Day explained that the Ground School has been successful. The last class trained 18 

students and 7 have gone on for FAA pilot certification.  

ii. There are currently 14 participating agencies within the state and more are interested in 

joining. Currently the agencies with operational aircraft are DelDOT, DNREC, Dover PD, 

Fire School, Wilmington PD, and DEMA.  

iii. The next ground school class will be in late March. There are 21 certified pilots in the 

program and by end of April there will be 29.  

e. D. Day explained that the UAS Economic Development Committee has been disbanded and absorbed under 

DAAC.  

  

4. New Business  
i. There was discussion about the COA/107 waiver about nighttime flying for pilot certifications. The 

FAA has developed a program called Special Government Interest (SGI) that waiver requests can be 

submitted to 

ii. D. Day explained that New Jersey State Police has contacted DelDOT to discuss the state program in 

interest of starting one in New Jersey.  

iii. Prison Hostage Event 

i. D. Day explained what happened during the recent prison hostage incident. The UAV team 

arrived on-scene between 3-4 PM and continued flights until 4:30 AM.  They flew 67 sorties, 

between 7 pilots and 5 agencies. 

5. Conferences / Industry Events  
a. No updates 

 

6. Action, Recommendations & Research Items  

a. There was discussion about changing the meetings to bi-monthly beginning in May.  

 

7. Next Meeting—Thursday April 6th, 2017 Room 7 at the Delaware State Fire School 

 


